
Town of West Bridgewater 

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Town Hall Conference Room, 1st Floor, 65 North Main Street 

Minutes for April 06, 2017 
Meeting started at 7:04 PM - Eight people attended.  They were as follows: Matt Penella (MP), Chairman; Mary Wynne-Yee (MW-

Y), Vice Chairman; John DeLano (JD), Secretary; Howard Hayward (HH), member; Jack Ames (JA), member and Adam Anderson 

(AA), member.  In addition, Sarah Anderson (SA) alternate and Janice O'Brien (JO) alternate were present.  Note: OS&RC means 

Open Space & Recreation Committee, OS&RP means Open Space and Recreation Plan, CPA means Community Preservation Act, 

CPC means Community Preservation Committee, BCA means Bay Circuit Alliance, BCT means Bay Circuit Trail, WBCC means 

West Bridgewater Conservation Commission, APR means Agricultural Preservation Restriction, DCPR means Department of 

Conservation, Preservation and Recreation, BSU means Bridgewater State University and BOS means Board of Selectmen.   

 

1. MP opened the meeting at 7:04 P.M. 

2. Meeting minutes for the 03-09-17 meeting were distributed.  Motion was made by MP to approve.  Seconded by AA and so voted. 

3. SA gave an update on the OS&RC Banner project.  SA presented some versions of the 2 logos that were selected by the committee 

at the February meeting.  SA received general comments about her selection of the 2 possible logos and styles.  It was a consensus that 

one of the logos was the favorites of the attendees.  She will provide some additional information at the up-coming 05-04-17 meeting. 

4. MW-Y reported on the River Walk 2017 planning progress.  She would like to see a table for the OS&RC at the Town Park and one 

at the new Pratt's Landing site.  The tables should have maps of the town conservation parcels.  Stewardship sign-up sheets and 

information on what we need for volunteers.  Steve Winters might be able to do a Scavenger Hunt activity at Beaverton Woods or at 

Pratts Landing.  Possibly Russ Cohen might be interested in doing an edible plant hunt.  JD will contact him and also see if Lucini will 

provide for a bus shuttle between Town Hall and the Park.  MW-Y would like canoes and/or kayaks for people to rent.  JD to speak to 

Lucini Bus to supply a shuttle service from Town Hall to the Park.  MW-Y would like the staff wear T-shirts or hats to allow visitors 

to key in on them during the event.  JD suggested safety vests that the OS&RC already have in supply.  Possible hayrides, raffles, gift 

certificates and loaner bikes were discussed.  A walk/run event will take place early in the event.  Also, loaner bikes would be good 

for those who need to use them but didn't bring them when they came.  MW-Y and helpers will canvass the River Street and Forest 

Street area to hand out flyers to alert the residents about the street closing.  The COA will be contacted to alert them of the event.  

Possible chairs to be loaned by COA or the Lions Club.  Mary reported that Simpson Springs had turned in $60 from the donated 

chocolate bars supplied by Equal Exchange for last year's event.  The $60 will go into the OS&RC gift account.  Publicity will be 

stepped up on Facebook and possibly other social media sites.  

5. JD reported that he had determined that the Garmin GPSMAP64 series hand held GPS unit would be the best for what we will be 

doing.  He will have some purchase information for the committee at the next meeting.   

6. The members held a discussion about an Earth Day event on April 22, 2017 this year. The committee will not sponsor anything this 

year.  JD noted he will put something on Facebook about what residents can do for Earth Day on their own.   

7. JD reported that he had nothing to present on the 2017 update to the 2010 OS&R Plan.  It is still being worked on by Anthony and 

JD.  Will be producing a draft soon.   

8. JD reported on the Town's planned purchase of the River Bend Golf Course.  There will be an informational meeting a week before 

the Special Town Meeting.  The Town leaders are looking for support for the purchase at the Special Town Meeting in April.   

9. Next meeting was scheduled for 05-04-2017.  

10. JD mentioned that MW-Y's inquiry about whether or not the Town was planning a 2022 celebration in recognition of the 1822 

Incorporation of the Town of West Bridgewater was passed along to the Assistant Town Administrator.   

11. HH thought it might be a good idea if the OS&RC had premade signs in stock to be used to publicize the projects around town that 

were/are involved with conservation preservation and restoration projects.  A sign with such wording as "Another Development 

Project in Progress that will Preserve Some Open Space Land as Part of the Development."  The requirement to erect this type of sign 

could be part of the conditions of the permit.   

12. JD noted that he was working on a way to allow the OS&RC Facebook Page to be jointly administered by some of the OS&RC 

members.  He mentioned that the page was now under the name of Wes Bridgewater.  BTW, Wes is a world renowned 

conservationist.  You might eventually see him/her around town at up-coming events. 

13. JD recommended that the committee reorganize.  JD made a motion to nominate Mary Wynne-Yee as chairperson.  It was 

seconded by HH and so voted.  MW-Y motioned to nominated Adam Anderson as Vice Chairperson.  The motion was seconded by 

JO.  So voted.  It was decided that the position of secretary position be left as is with JD.     

14. Seeing no further business a motion was made by JD and seconded by JA to adjourn at 8:41 PM.  So voted.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

John W. DeLano  

John W. DeLano, Secretary 


	Town of West Bridgewater

